Epilogue

Letter to a Young Reader
Kuruvilla John and Jim Norwine

Things change.
Not all changeis benign or beneficial: muchis*“ bad” .
Bad change can be endured, even made “ good” .
If.

Dear Reader: By now you know that you hold in your hand a “global warming” book mostly lacking in policies or
prescriptions. There is a place for advocacy but this is not that place. The singular reason-to-be of The Changing Climate of
South Texas 1900 to 2100 was to provide citizens and leaders with knowledge; knowledge in the form of areadable, state-of-
the-science assessment of what we know and where we are headed. We hope you agree that, although this volume lacks
elements we wish could have included such the social implications of our current climate scenarios, an important and urgent
purpose has been accomplished.

The Changing Climate of South Texas 1900 to 2100 was the work of leading scholarly authorities, to whom we are
deeply grateful. As you have read their chapters, you have found that they explained that the existing semi-arid, subtropical
climate, which is already “problematic,” and is very likely to become considerably more so by the end of this century. In
2100, South Texas will be warmer, perhaps very much warmer It will probably be more moisture-variable, with both more
intense storms and more and longer droughts. Paradoxically it may be both rainier as a consequence of influences such as
heightened El Ninos and/or tropical disturbances, and yet also drier in terms of average soil moisture due to increased
evaporation rates. The potential magnitude and shock of this change was illustrated in Chapter Two with an idea that at first
blush seems hyperbolic: “Imagine Corpus Christi moved to Laredo by the year 2100.” In fact, while that prospect might
prove an exaggeration in one sense - one hundred years may not be long enough to shift the climate of Corpus Christi from
subhumid to semi-desert - it is probably too moderate in other ways. After all, Laredo will not have to deal with the very real
threat of sea-level rise.

Our expert contributors have also shown that the potential regional impacts and implications of such changes will,
with exceptions, tend to be unfavorable for most natural and human economies and ecologies. South Texas is in this sense a
microcosm of planetary patterns. While some regions, communities, and systems will benefit from a warmer world, most will
not. However, our region is also different. This is not the American midwest or western Europe, areas of comparable size
but better situated for a variety of reasons to deal with and adapt to climate change. Like the subarctic zone of Alaska,
subtropical South Texas faces specia challenges due to a combination of physical and human geography factors. Among
these the following are noteworthy: rapid population growth; economic underdevelopment; unique but vulnerable ecology;
significant but vulnerable agriculture; and limited water supplies. Then there are the three great overarching redlities of
coastal location, the existing semi-desert to subhumid climate, and, finally, the subtropical location itself.

Theresult of all thisisaregional chalenge which we believe is the greatest test South Texas has faced since its first
human inhabitants arrived ten or so millennia ago. Our job was to describe and explain that challenge to the best of our
ability. It is up to the present and next generation of citizens and leaders to “come and take it.” We are confident that they,
you, will do so.

Thank you for your interest and attention. Vaya con Dios.
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